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CREATING AN ETHNIC STATEMENT
BY TEXTILE DESIGN ARTIST BINA RAO

Textile scholar and design artist Bina Rao merges contemporary
design trends with traditional weaving and printing techniques
using handspun yarn and natural dyes. As advisor to a number of
state and central government agencies in India, Ministry of
Textiles, and the World Crafts Council, Bina Rao is dedicated to
the healthy growth of handlooms and handicrafts in India and
Southeast Asia.

The survival of craft traditions is at a crossroad. Can natural yarns,
colors, and going ethnic help to revitalize the rapidly disappearing
craft legacy and its adverse impact on rural artisans? Hear Bina
Rao discuss the revival of traditional techniques for creating
unique design products, involving training clusters of rural
weavers, and linking them to the Hyderabad based design studio,
Creative Bee, begun with her husband Kesav Rao, a master dyer
and accomplished artist.
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Bina Rao received her MFA in Painting from Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India, and studied
Textile Design at the National Institute of Design in Ahmedabad. She has been invited to lead workshops,
teaching assignments, and lecture and design development projects in Australia, USA, Thailand, Malaysia,
and Bangladesh. 
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