
T he mainstream Indian art is

almost devoid of any representa-

tion depicting a monarch

engaged either in a battle or in a hunting

expedition. Such a non-violence approach

of the artistic tradition differs drastically

from the literary heritage of the country.

Sanskrit literature, for instance, is full of

detailed descriptions of the ruthless

slaughter of an enemy in a battle and the

bravery of a warrior king in killing the

beasts of game. What is the reason for

such difference? A new investigation on

this subject is the main focus of Dr.

Vajracharya’s talk.
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Dr. Gautama Vajracharya is a Sanskrit scholar with a keen interest in South Asian art. He teaches Indian
civilization and art history at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. His most recent publication is the
Watson Collection of Indian Miniatures at the Elrebjem Museum of Art. He is also the author of
Everlasting Flower of Buddhist Art.
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